Advent 2009 at CiB!

First SundayE

Second SundayE
Third SundayE
Fourth SundayE

Faith and Fear

Faith and Grace
Faith and Praise
Faith and Us

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25, page 659

See Joseph there, a pure and graceful Jewish man... he’s called a
“righteous” man who did not want Mary’s seeming indiscretion to put
her to public disgrace — “un” grace, “without” grace, absence of
grace. Oh, stop and see this graceful human, this man Joseph. Would
that we all had more Joseph in our lives. And an angel says, again:

OEDo not be afraidEO

See how the rejection of fear leads this grace of Joseph to find it's
fullest expression, a welcome of Mary and a joy in a son. It's when
Joseph turns fully to the call of God that his own goodness is then
expanded and made so much more full in the love and light of God...
he woke and did as commanded.

In the absence of fear
Grace is given full life.

St. Joseph
With Christ
Child
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And so with us, there is a grace that has been instilled by a God
who made us for love, service and peaceE and the Advent message,
the casting out of our fear, is recalled each year to awaken that grace,
to free it and realize itOs full life! ThatOs very near how | think of the
scriptural idea of OpredestinationO and election.

The incarnation is a ringing bell, a loud trumpet, a clarion call that
we are more than we ever imagined. As the darkness is cast away
and the light illumines who we have been made to beE and fear, fear
of our failure, fear of our worthiness, fear of our ability, all these fears
are put aside. Like a faithful young Jewish woman and a grace-filled
Jewish man of millennia past, we are unfettered and set free of fear
so that grace may grow and move in this world.

I John 1:1-14 ! Ephesians 1:3-14,! 2 Peter 1:3-11
I Isaiah 11 to Luke 4... Bringing Changes! Releases!

In this annunciation to Joseph, God doesnOt change everyone one
else, but effects change in Joseph himself. God doesnOt say, OItOIl be
ok because everyone will understand thereOs no shame in MaryOs
behavior or pregnancy.O He simply tells Joseph, youOll live without
shame toward her, actively upholding her dignity. DonOt be afraid.

What would the world be if more of us understood the raging,
unending grace of God within our neighbors? If we more and more
understood the amazing power of our fearless lives given to the work
of grace? The Advent Season reminds us to arrive, to live, to
proclaim, to grace, to uphold, to move in this world.

Richard Rohr has said, “You’re given only two rights in scripture:
1) the right to love, and 2) the right to forgive.” ThatOs awfully good
news for the undeserving, for the guilty, for us and all our neighbors!

Weekly Grace... Matthew 1:18-25
Meditation for the Second Week of Advent, 2009

What was the personal cost to Joseph to live in a way that actively
upheld MaryOs dignity and graced her and her pregnancy? How
does this announcement differ from MaryOs?

Chapter 1 of MatthewOs Gospel tracks the genealogy of Jesus from
Abraham to JosephE Do you think it matters that the angel
addresses Joseph as Othe son of David?0O How does King David fit
into MaryOs visitation in Luke 1?

Any other thoughts on this good, gracious man, Joseph?



