
 

We begin with a few verses from Paul that I know I have been guilty of 
underestimating… an explanation of how our mutual love and compassion 
can become affirming of one another’s personhood when each of us is 
sincerely invested in the other’s interests.  
 
There’s not a Greek equivalent of “interests” here in Phil. 2:4… what we 
have is a contrast of possessives, mine and yours, one’s own, and 
another’s. My first prerogative, according to Paul, is not mine, but yours.  
 
I like the use of the word interests, because it really captures what it means 
to be present and engaged with another person. We know how important it 
is to have our interests validated, how good it feels and how empowering it 
is. So we spend a lot of time getting our own interests validated and we 
forget the power we can wield in validating others.  
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Our Father who art in Heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth as it is in Heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those  
Who trespass against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom 
And the power and the glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Welcome! 
~ Opening Prayer,      
   Scripture Reading 
   Phil. 2:1-4, page 804 
 
~ As The Deer, pg. 2 
~ Your Grace Is  
          Enough, pg. 11 
~ Doxology, pg. 5 
 
~ Being Civil 
 
~ I Will Rise, pg. 12 
~ Welcome to the Table 
 
~ Prayers of the People 
 
~ Weekly Grace 
 
~ It Is Well With My  
          Soul, pg. 561 in     
          the Blue Hymnal 
 
~Closing Blessing 

Philippians 2:1-4, page 804 
 

          “Therefore if you have any 
encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, 
having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the 
others.” 
 

So, what do we do? 
 

We affirm our love and unity. Truth is, we just don’t do this enough. 
I love you. I love who you are and what you do. It’s not just squishy 
love that makes us blush, but really stopping and looking at the other 
and saying, “Yes.” Yes, you are worthy and valuable. Yes, you are 
welcome in my world. Yes, your concerns, cares and interests are 
important to me.  
 
We get serious about safety. We welcome  
the other to speak, without judgment and  
condemnation. Watch those hands! Watch  
those eyes! Make the space for the other to  
be real and open with you. Give the gift of  
safety, sincerely. No time limits. No limitations. 
No snap judgments. No easy labels. 
 
We ask questions. It’s the oldest counseling  
skill in the book. Ask clarifying questions and  
listen. My position on something from taxes to  
Gay Marriage to speeding ticket cameras is simply an expression, an 
idea, a conclusion. What you need from me is to know what my 
“interests” are… what’s the interior movement in my life and soul that 
brings me to any conclusion. Why do this? Because we don’t know 
one another’s hearts, and we need to stop acting like we do.  
 
We value the discourse itself, not the win. Non-competitive 
discourse isn’t overly concerned with persuasion. You’re being asked 
to value something that no other species in all God’s creation has 
been made able to do: discourse. 
 
 
 
 

Over all this we breathe… 
 
   God breathes life into humanity. 
    People “breathe their last.”  
    God’s breath drives wind and waves.  
    Job and God’s Spirit & breath.  
    Life itself is but a breath.  
    Idols are seen to have no breath. 
   Jesus breathes on his disciples. 
    Jesus’ breath overthrows injustice.
    Scripture is “God-breathed.” 
   Breath and prayer. 
    Centering prayer. 
    Jesus Prayer. 
 

 
Ephesians 4:15 
“Instead, speaking 
the truth in love,  
we will in all things 
grow up into him 
who is the head, 
that is, Christ.” 

 

“Jesus Christ, 
Son of the 

Living God, 
Have mercy  

on me,  
a sinner.” 

 
5th Century 

Egyptian Desert 
Luke 18:10-14 


