
 

Sunday, 08 November 2009 at CiB 
Creation CareÉ  

 
We have a close, relatable model for viewing creation… 

Redemption vs Rejection! 
 
Why, if we have come to appreciate and rely on God’s intention to 
redeem us and not reject us, can we not allow the same grace to 
the rest of creation? 
 
There’s a lackadaisical ÒItÕs going to burn anywayÓ attitude 
toward creation that is not honoring of God, and it’s an attitude that 
shouldn’t gain ground among us. 
 
The passage of interest to us, today… 
2 Peter 3:10 -13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Surely this echoes through images of new heavens and a new 
earth found in Isaiah and in the Revelation of John. But, does our 
understanding of God’s intention to re-create heaven and earth truly 
give us license for antagonism or even just apathy toward creation? 
 
So, other than God’s love of creation (last week), maybe we should 
factor in some other interesting considerations this week, 
considerations like… 

!  God’s declared ownership of creation 
o Isaiah 65, “the earth is my footstool” 
o Psalm 50, “cattle on a thousand hills” 
o My Grandmother’s Quilt 

!  Our God’s love of redemption instead of rejection 
o Fire is often a language of refining and redemption 
o Creation has been colored in scripture as waiting 

with us for redemption 
!  Even if all creation will burn up and be gone, how does 

Peter call on us to act in his letter? 
o Reckless and apathetic? 
o Dishonoring of the work of our God’s hands? 
o Or are we called to godliness and holiness? 

Finally… 
A view of spiritual realities that is preoccupied with the future to 
the deficit of the present will create systems and philosophies, 
doctrines and theologies which have little to no beneficial or 
constructive impact on the present. Whether God has decided or 
will decide that the fire will completely destroy or fully renew and 
refine the earth, here and now we are still called to a stewardship and 
honoring of the things of God. 

!  Who can add an hour?  Jesus , Luke 12:22-31 
!  You don’t know tomorrow! James 4:13-17 
!  “Si comprehenderis, non est Deus”  

ÒIf you understand it, it is not God.Ó St. Augustine, 5th Century 
!  Gleanings, edges and vineyards. Levitiucs 19:9-10 
!  How did Christ teach us to pray? ÒÉon earth as in heavenÉÓ 

 
Now, the equation on the front of the page is ultimately the wrong 
question. The better answer we can pursue is what God is doing in 
us, in our present moments, in the midst of God’s creation… because 
this is our context, our place and time to love and to serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly GraceÉ  
Thanksgiving approaches… a wholly conflicted holiday of gratitude 
and self-indulgence! So, out of the intrinsic gratitude of the holiday, 
how about we each decide on a creation care based response? Are 
we grateful for the Fall colors and richness of the creation around us? 
If so, then let’s honor God and our neighbors with a response! 
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What will your holiday response be?  
 
 Find a local farmer    take a trip to the mountain 

 
 Collect litter at a park   clean a stretch of creek 

 
  “habitat” your yard, www.nfw.org 

 
 go to the Zoo and join FONZ/adopt an animal 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu 
 

 do some over-due automobile maintenance 
 
 Other? What? ______________________________________ 


